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History talk

Florist win

Let’s swing

Road shut

Footy funds

Missed out

Oldbury folk can learn
more about the town’s
heritage through a talk at
the library to mark Local
History Week.

Dr Terry Daniels will be
at Oldbury Library in
Church Street between
2pm and 2.45pm on
Tuesday October 31.

Oldbury local history
week runs from Monday
October 30 to Friday
November 3.

For more information
call the library on 0121
552 5933.

A 20-year-old Halesowen man was
fined £75 after he was convicted of
possessing crack cocaine.

Sean Patrick Smith, of Spiral
Close, was also ordered to pay £55
costs at Halesowen Magistrates’
Court on October 3.

In Halesowen Magistrates’ Court
on October 5:

Saquib Amir, aged 23, of Attwood
Street, Halesowen, was convicted

of driving without a licence, MOT or
insurance and obstructing a police
officer in the execution of his duty.
He was banned from driving for six
months and given six licence
points. He was fined £165 with £55
costs.

Andrew David Bayley, aged 45, of
Throne Road, Rowley Regis, was
convicted of driving whilst disqual-
ified and driving without insurance.

He was banned from driving for a
year and fined £100 with £51 costs.

Gary Stephen Cox, aged 20, of
Broom Close, Halesowen, was con-
victed jointly with two other people
of two counts of attempting to steal
petrol.

He was given a 12-month commu-
nity order and ordered to pay £50
compensation with £35 costs.

Gary Hawkes, aged 19, of Meres

Road, Colley Gate, was convicted
jointly with two other people of two
counts of attempting to steal petrol.
He was given a curfew order for
eight-weeks and was ordered to pay
£50 compensation with £35 costs.

Scott Hawkes, aged 19, of Meres
Road, Colley Gate, was convicted
jointly with two other people of two
counts of attempting to steal
petrol. He was given a 12-month

conditional discharge and ordered
to pay £50 compensation and £35
costs.

In Halesowen Magistrates’ Court
on October 6:

Nicholas Paul Eaton, aged 36, of
Mendip Road, Halesowen, was con-
victed of drink driving. He was
banned from driving for 24 months
and given a 12-month community
order, with £75 costs.

Courageous Ellie Bishop
will jet off to Disneyland
in Paris for a well-
deserved break this week
thanks to donations from
generous friends.

The plucky six-year-old
meningitis survivor will meet
her favourite Disney characters
including Peter Pan and Mickey
and Minnie Mouse.

The trip was only made possi-
ble after friends dug deep to give
Ellie the chance for the trip of a
lifetime.

Dad Paul (pictured right with
Ellie) said: “It’s lucky these peo-
ple are around to help us – we’re
both really looking forward to it.

“I just hope the rain holds off.”
The Bishops are also set to see

the Queen during the State
Opening of Parliament on
November 15, a trip made pos-
sible by children’s charity Rays
of Sunshine.

Ellie will be treated to a front
row seat at the event.

Paul said: “It will be fantastic.
“It’s a huge privilege because

she’s part of our history.
“Nobody can come anywhere

near her.”

Paul added Ellie would be back
in hospital for further opera-
tions at the end of November.

Doctors are set to operate on
her legs and elbow, in prepara-
tion for fitting prosthetic limbs
in the New Year.

To donate to Ellie’s trust fund,
please make cheques payable to
the Ellie Bishop Trust and send
them to Halesowen News, St
John’s House, St John’s Road,
DY8 1EH. Cheques will then be
forwarded to the trustees.

A Quinton headteacher
was “honoured” to have
represented the West
Midlands despite miss-
ing out on a national
teaching award.

Bernie Smith, of Four
Dwellings High, failed to
win the Teacher of the
Year award at last Sun-
day’s UK Teaching
Awards in London.

The ceremony, broad-
cast on BBC Two last Sun-
day, saw a Southampton
headteacher take away
the prize. Bernie was
shorlisted for the award
after bagging the regional
gong in June.

Lapal Lane South will be
closed between Manor
Way and Lapal Farm
tomorrow, Friday, from
9.30am to 4pm.

A spokeswoman for
Dudley Council said the
closure is for a new BT
service which will
require the removal of
large branches from
mature trees.

The diversion route
will be Manor Way,
Grange Hill, Illey Lane,
Kitwell Lane, Wood
Lane, Woodgate Lane,
Lye Close Lane, and in
the other direction
Carters Lane, Manor
Lane, Manor Way (east-
bound) , u-turn at
motorway roundabout,
Manor Way (west-
bound).

A Halesowen dance teacher will be
casting an expert eye on a host of stars
as a guest commentator on BBC One’s
‘Strictly Come Dancing’ programme.

Philip Jackson, who runs the Harlequin Dance
Club, got the chance to be heard by millions of
viewers on the popular Saturday night show.

He won the chance after winning an audition
in London earlier this month.

Viewers can get to hear Philip’s words of wis-
dom if they press their red button and tap into
the BBC’s Interactive coverage during the show.

Harlequin Dance Club runs weekly classes at
venues including Lapal Primary School and Has-
bury Conservative Club.

He reveals his early favourite is comedian
Jimmy Tarbuck

He said: “I was surprised to get to do it and I was
quite nervous before the first show.

“I hope I can interject some humour. I’m 67 and
started dancing aged 14.”

Philip, who lives in Bartley Green, can be heard
every Saturday during the series until December
23.

A florist who has branch-
es in Halesowen and
Oldbury has beaten off
competition from 200
people to win a trip to a
horticultural fair in Ams-
terdam in November.

Sarah Burrows, of
Sarah’s Rose Garden
Florists, won by design-
ing what a florist’s shop
would look like in 2026.

Blackheath folk helped
Hasbury Ranges Colts
under 11s raise £600 at a
bag pack at Sainsbury’s.

Funds from the collec-
tion will be spent on new
equipment and kits for
the team.

The team is looking for
boy and girl new mem-
bers. Call John Tromans
on 0121 422 5830.

Halesowen cricket club
will be swingin’ with a
night of jazz at its regular
music night this Sunday,
October 22.

Harlem will take to the
stage of the Dog Kennel
Lane club between
8.30pm and 11pm.

Tickets, priced £3.50,
are available on the door.

For more details call
Trevor on 0121 550 6335.

Man fined £75 for having crack cocaine

Disney visit for
Ellie before ops

report by 
NATALIE FAHY

Phil’s strictly
a dance pro!

TV Matt backs
consumer tips

...and she has a date with the Queen!

A new telephone and online consumer
advice service has been launched in
partnership with Dudley Council’s
trading standards department.

Matt Allwright, presenter of BBC1’s Rogue
Traders, launched Consumer Direct West Mid-
lands which will offer borough residents clear,
practical consumer advice on a range of issues
such as returning faulty goods and getting a
refund, consumer rights as a shopper and advice
on what to look for before making a big pur-
chase.

Consumer Direct is a government funded ini-
tiative and the new West Midlands customer con-
tact centre completes a national service available
across England, Scotland and Wales.

Councillor Karen Shakespeare, cabinet mem-
ber for the environment, said: “By working close-
ly with our own trading standards team and those
from across the region we will be able to help
those people that are most vulnerable and at risk
of being ripped off.”

People can contact Consumer Direct on 08454
04 05 06 or visit www.consumerdirect.gov.uk

Cake to mark 21st birthday
Members of a Cradley church
shared a cake to celebrate the
21st birthday of the charity
Methodist Relief and Develop-
ment Fund (MRDF).

Overend Methodist Mission
worshippers enjoyed the cake,
made with Fairtrade ingredients,
at a harvest thanksgiving service.

It was cut by Paul Barker and
John Parry of JPM Parry Associ-
ates, an Overend-based compa-
ny which has pioneered con-
struction projects funded by
MRDF, in Central Africa.

A Harvest Supper and sale plus
donations raised £585 for the
continuing work of MRDF.

New steps

Car bonus

Work to repair van-
dalised steps at an his-
toric Halesowen park is
set to be completed
next week.

Yobs smashed the
timber steps at Lea-
sowes Park and now
builders are currently
replacing them with
concrete steps. The
attack took place in
mid September.

Residents Lapal House
care home in Lapal
Lane South will now
travel in style after
buying a Mercedes
people carrier  from an
anonymous donation.

Residents will be fer-
ried around in the
‘kneeling’ access Merc
after the undisclosed
cash boost to the home
from a mystery bene-
factor.

Monkey business
Making toys is monkey busi-
ness for one Cradley Heath
firm which has experienced
phenomenal success in just
eight months since its estab-
lishment.

Jumping Monkey was set
up by 26-year-old Jason
Cawdell after seeking advice
from Business Link Black
Country (BLBC).

The company has already
carried out merchandising
work for the Spiderman 3
movie, The Simpsons and
animated story Fifi and the
Flowertots.

Jason said: “I was working

for a design company up
until the end of last year, but
I was doing more and more
freelance work, so I decided
I would look into setting up
one of my own.

“My first step was to
attend a free BLBC seminar
which was really useful.”

He added: “When I first
started BLBC not only pro-
vided support in accessing
much-needed legal and
financial advice, I also
received practical support
via a £1,500 grant to develop
my company website.”

OLD SWINFORD HOSPITAL

11+ DAY PLACES
FOR SEPTEMBER 2007

For further details contact the Registrar, Mrs Sandy Thomas 
on 01384 817325 or email admissions@oshsch.com

OLD SWINFORD HOSPITAL
STOURBRIDGE, DY8 1QX
website: www.oshsch.com

Admission Test will take place on

SATURDAY
18TH NOVEMBER

Closing date for entries
Wednesday 1st November
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200 jobs on line as Clancey’s prepares to shut

A home of
her own

Inspirational meningitis sur-
vivor Ellie Bishop’s future is
secure after businesses and
individuals – including gener-
ous Halesowen News readers –
put her on the property ladder.

The brave six-year-old’s move into a special-
ly adapted bungalow in Rowley Regis will sig-
nal an end to the traumatic amputation oper-
ations and hospital visits she has undergone
since the killer brain bug struck.

Doctors thought she wouldn’t make it but
now – thanks to YOUR generosity – Ellie can
finally look forward to a home of her own and
a secure future.

Chris Kelly, chairman of Keltruck and a
trustee for the Ellie Bishop Trust, said the Trust
currently had around £77,000.

He added: “We are buying the bungalow in
the name of the Trust and the trustees will take
care of it.

“When Ellie is 21 it will transfer into her
name.

“She’s living on a canal barge at the moment

and it’s going to be a huge improve-
ment for her.

“She will have a lovely garden to
enjoy and she wants a Springer
Spaniel too, so we have promised
to get her one.

“We are still accepting donations
and every little bit helps.

“The amount of money people
have raised so far has been fantas-
tic.”

He said donations from local
businesses had bumped up the
massive £33,000 raised by staff at
Asda in Oldbury, a campaign
spearheaded by June Lloyd and
Dawn Lesley.

HSBC in Wolverhampton have
also agreed to offer a two-year
interest free mortgage to make up
any shortfall.

Ellie’s dad Paul said: “I’m pleased
because this is something for Ellie
when she gets older.

“She will enjoy it.
“It needs a bit more space and we

are planning to knock the garage
into one big room.

“We just want to get in there and
get it done.”

He added: “Chris Kelly has been
nothing short of a saint.

“He is working all the hours of the
week just trying to get more money
for Ellie.

“He has really helped us in so
many ways.

“For him to do this for my angel
is a big weight off my mind.”

The trustees are on the look out
for anyone who wants to lend a
hand giving the garden a makeover
or can paint or decorate in the
house.

If you can help out, contact Chris
Kelly on 07774 746633.

To donate to the trust, send
cheques made payable to ELLIE
BISHOP TRUST, Halesowen News,
St John’s House, St John’s Road,
Stourbridge, DY8 1EH.

Cheques will then be forwarded
to the trustees.

EXCLUSIVE
report by 
NATALIE

FAHY

Workers at troubled Halesowen
firm Clancey’s have been left
reeling at the news the firm will
close its doors for good.

No buyers have emerged to rescue the
car parts manufacturer since it went into

administration in August, meaning more
than 200 jobs are now facing the chop.

Russell Farrington, GMB Organiser for
Clanceys, said: “This is very bad new for
us.

“The deadline for buyers passed last
week and nobody has come forward.

“The company will completely close.”
He added members were being

offered legal advice and said he would
be meeting with the firm’s shop stew-
ards to discuss how things could move
forward.

Administrators KPMG had said they

were confident of finding a buyer for the
manufacturer, who produce camshafts
and other precision components for
many household names in the automo-
bile, agricultural and aircraft indus-
tries.

Parts are shipped all over the world to

companies including Ford, Mercedes
and Harley Davidson.

The 60-year-old firm has been stuck in
troubled waters of late – with plummet-
ing profits, problems with pensions and
a rumoured move to India looming over
workers.

YOUR generosity
buys brave Ellie, 6,
her own bungalow

Bromsgrove Road, Clent
01562 885071

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sunday 10am-5pm
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OPEN 7 DAYS

Coffee Shop & Restaurant

GREAT
SELECTION OF
AUTUMN BULBS
JUST IN FROM
HOLLAND

Winter PansiesWinter Pansies

HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUM

OUTDOOR GARDEN
FURNITURE & BBQ'S
SALE NOW ON

Established 30 yrs

£2.49

£10.00

for 10 pack

5 Trays for

3ltr Plant
RRP £7.99

OFFER PRICE £4.99
OR 3 FOR £10
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For daily news, video news and traffic updates log on to www.halesowennews.co.uk


